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* rutber gains by each new circumnavi-

©its piston 18 more fully realizing its in-

» than bad the riile and ax.
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SOME EARLY HISTORY.
Four of The Pionesr Ssttlers of Barton
Uonnty, and Other Matters Historical.

[Fhe followieg article, prepared for tlie papers
upon & roduess for matiers of o hhhu_lul natnre,
will be fonnd well worth proserving.—Euv. ]

The pioneer in any field of human
endeavor will ever remain the central
figure in it. Any sachievement oo the
pathless ocean—that absolute barrier
to the migrations of the race for ages
will aver be associated with the [irst of

o sailors, Columbus. The wealth of
marvelous results gained by searching
the depths of space with the talescope
each epoch adds new laurels to :che
fame of the lirst telescopic stargarzer,
of whom Milton wrote: * Whose
(moou’s) orb through optic glass the
Tuscan artist views.”  Magellan

gution of the globe, Every advance
in understanding and controlling of
nature's most territie force gives to
+ Franklin’s kite llying a new increment
of permanence.
The mighty faetor of progress, the
steams engine, is ounly Watt’'s idea
dressed in iron. Each new stroke of

ventor's inestimable contribution to
human progress. Note the stupend-
ous economic chunges wronght by the
cultivation of the treslesa plains of the
earth. The opening of the lllinois
prairies by Lincoln in 1530, an event
styled by the peerless Kansan, Joho
Davis, ** A change of front of the unis
verse,” galns wilh each passing year
newer and greater meanmng. The
long~established dread of the grasay
plaing vanished. The plow and reaper
mwors bouttifully supply the larder

What is trae of the more extended
rehlms applies to the limited feld of

The fast returning seasous will more
and more witness the empbasis given
the first satiling of a county. Of all
the inhabitants of the county, past,
present and future, the pioneers will
historically occupy the wmost unigue
and impertant place. View the situ-
atlon io 1870 aud unstinted praise will
be given those meeting the require-
ments. The wily redmen were still

. abroad, Killing scores of the settlers
© and destroying property very freely.
TLe noted generals, Sherman. Sheri-
dan and Custer were busied with re.
stricting their atrocities. The aonual
legislature was asked to provide means
in defenss of the frontier, voting $100+
000 at one time. A governor organize
ed a regiment then resigned the execu-
tive to assume command that he might
lead his men through Kansas streams
in‘pursuit of the American barbarians.
Ellsworth was then the only organized
county west of the north and south
tier of which Saline is one. With the
proballe exception of Butler thers was
wa arganigsd cognty in the Arkansas
valley. The limits sand name of Bar
ton county had only recently been es-
tablisbed by legislative fiat. An aban
doned fort, a many tracked, inefface-
able government road with & minute
parallel some miles distant, 8 camping
ground or two, the debranched trees
along the Walnut, a few indistinct sur-
vey marks, and a number of well-con:
cealed dugouts in the coziest nooks of
the creek were the only indications
) extaut that civilived beings had
qulqi.in!y penetrated the wilds ot the
ort grass country.
" Great drouths and terrific blizzards
had been, with due exaggeration re-
ported from Kansas. Ellsworth, fifry
miles away was the npearest trading
' point and Salina the practical ome,

track bad not yet left Topeka for the
west. These were surroundiogs of.
the first settlers. To leave all the de-
lights and conveniences of a modern
metropolis for the certain hardships of
the then frontier required those traits
of character eminently worthy of
praise, yes, of emulation.

Reinecke, Wilka, Schaltz and John
are the names destined to be permas
neutly linked with the history of Bar-
ton county. The proud distinction of
haviog wrested from a willdernoess
state the fairest creek valley in Kansas
is theirs.

Joun REimNnecke —The province of
Hanover, Germasy, is the place of his
nativity. The schocl advantagea of
his early years he well utilized —farm
work engaged his attention later on—
married in 18568and during the same
year at the age of twenty-six departed
from Germany for the Upited States,
choosing &8 home near Chicago—from
viewing 8 map of Kansas determined
to settle on the Walout—started from
Chicago about March 1, 1870 for Sas
lina, visited the German settlement on
Spillman creek in the northwest part
of Linecoln connty. and there met An-
ton Wilka with whom arrangementa
were made to spy out tbeir future
lands. Today, after nearly thirty
years of exemplary indastry and econo-
my amid the mhany trying and discour
aging se 1sons that were, Mr. Reinecke
is a very well to do sitizen, highly re.
spected and widely known.

ANTON WiLka—Bobemia is his
native provinece, and the year 1540 the
time of his birth. By application be-
came possessed of all that the schools
of the place afforded. Chose tor his
vocation that which in all the years
and conditions of the race since its
introduction has been an ungualitied
mark of industry. that of a smith. To
have fostered in a full measure -the
good of “militarism™ to the individu
al, served eight years in the Austrian
army. Bade farewell to his native
country in 1568, having Detroit the
destination of the journey. Brushed
Michigan dust from his shoes in the
fall of '69 journeying to Lake Superior
then through Minoesota aod Nebras-
ka, on south to the German ueighbor
hood in Liocoln county, Kansas
About one score vears ago Mr. Wilka
left Barton county, and most of the
time sinee lived io that magnilicent
metropolis situated on the immediste
eastern edge of the colossal silver-
stratumed backbone of the econtinent.
Hexsy Scuverz — Was born in Hae
over province, Germany, in 1840. Was
schooled in the village of his birth.
Applied his tims to farmiog. Siiled
to America in 1865, selecting Chicago
as an abiding place. Married two
years laver. With Ralnecke left Chi-
cago for Saliva, Kansas, in March of
1870. Henry Schultz does not now
live on his old homestead, but still
owns and farms it. A well eguipped
farm three miles farther west contribs
utes to his comfort and well being.
His home being on aconsiderable rise
of ground a commanding view is his
over that part of the Walout wvalley
containing the original four bome-
steads in the county, of Heizer but a
mile morningward,and of the wmove
ments of that typical machine of the
age—the locomolive.

Wa. JouN —A pative of Hanover,
was but one year old when the rums
blings and shocks of the great revolux
tion that brought Schurz to America
disturbed Lis childisa sense of hearing.
Equipped with such au education as
ounly every native (Garman can boast he
applied himself to shoemakiog. His
fatherland he bade farewell to in 1867,
making tor Chicago. His claim and
home became well known, as for years
the only bridge beyond the one at the
mouth of the Walnut was near his
place. Though abundantly courage-
ous to encounter the hardships of the
wilderness he has thus far failed to
venture into the realm of conjugal
bliss. Some few years ago he rented
s farm and went to Cbicago.

In the first days of March 1570 Wil
ka became acquainted with Heinecke,
Schultz and John who were from the
same village in Germany and were
relatives. The purposes of the four
were the same—search for desirable
lend. Their objective point was the
Walnut valley. Reionecke and Wilka
were asked to explore the unkoown
region. The appointed and willlng
spies walked out from Ellaworth along
the government road to Ft. Zarah.
Though finding wpeither milk wvor
hongey. not gven magnilicent clusters of
grapes, yet oo beholding * that grand
view of the Arkaosas and Walnut bot
toms possible from the blaff northeast
of the fort they were as determined as
Caleb of old to possess the land of their
espyiog, making haste to return with
their report.

The great Ssuta Fe with 27 miles of

Schultz and Reinecke rented a house

in Ellsworth for six months for their
wives. Each had about $600io money.
A team of horses, wagop, plow and
harrow were bought Dbetween them.
The four pioneers accompaunied by the
Ellsworth surveyor then proceeded to
advance th: banner of ¢ivilization into
the now best wheat district of the
state. Their lrst work in the newly
adopted locality was to locate the de»
sired claims. To accomplish this a line
was surveyed from Ft. Zarah along
the Walaout to where their choices
were. By deivg this, the indistinct
marks of the goveromenl survey were
found and descriptions of the claims
made possible. The scientific help
cost $50.

The choice trees for miles from the
mouth of the Walout had fallen before
the axes of the soldiers formerly sta-
tioned at Ft. Zarah. So to havea sup
ply of good timber for building purs
poses Lhie ploneers necessarily settled
on the creek where none but beavers
bad ever interfered with the growth
of the aylvan belt. aceountiog in full
why the lirst claims were taken more
than teo miles from the military post
and not near it.

America was discovered by accident,
named by another. The most gigan-
tic naval battle in history was won by
oné who, by acecident, was tha com-
mander for che day. By accident the
most conspicuous landmark (a ten foot
ledge of Dakota sand stone rising from
the bed and on the bunk above s con-
siderable blull whose bank line is al
most & continuance of the creek's)
found on the banks of the Walnut wiil
ever be commemorative of the pioneers
of its valley, it bsing oo one of the
original claims. The claims taken had
the following locations: Reinecke's,
8. E }, aod Schultz N. E §, of S, 10:
Wilka's. 8. E. |, 8.3, and Jokn's, N.
E.|.85 4,allin R 14 W., T. 19, 8.
Buffalo township. These claims are
the tirst land of thY real'y diatinet
valley of the Walnut. Below that he
creek bottom and that of the river ure
one.

What appears to have beeo trua,
ages ago, Lhat is, that the Walnut exs
tended only this far down, is an unde
niable fact today, for it is in sight of
Reinecke’s door yard that the purling
waters of the Walnut are swallowed
up by the mighty torrents of the Koan
diteh.

When the survey was complered
ubout March 15 dugouts ware made
und some tén acres broken and planted
with corn. But two scora years be-
fore, Lincoln abandoning the drudgery
of a woodad Indiana farm, had wven-
tured to try the poasibilities of the
Lllino1s prairies and by. bresking dfty
acres wus for that year the greatest
prairie breaker on earth, Now with
ten acres of corn to their credit the
pioneers had become the greatest farm

ers in the Arkansas valley. Some lit-
tle improvements were made on each
of the four ciaims, and their good faith
a3 setilers thus establishea, Wilka and
John left their claims, having been on
them three weeks, to find employment
on the Kansas Pacific then under con-
struction to Denver. The resl brunt
of Lhe frontier, therefore, for the next
five months rested on Schultz and Rei~
necke. Their claims joined:; their
equipments were io common; their la-
bors were directed to the equal im-
proveinen of each place. Thus at the
very incipiency of Barton history we
find an examp'le of mutcal cosopera-
tion very worthy of note, and more, of
emulation. Ouce a month the two re-
mainiog settiers quitted their louely
abodes to report Lo their life compan~
jons un the Smoky that all was yst
well in the valley of the Walout. And
after having renewed their acquaiot-
ance they with a supply of rations
again resumed their posts ¢s sentioels
of the frontier.

The summer of 1570 was very dry
and as a consequence, the (irst corn
crop was very typical of many that
have been grown since. Enocugh was
raised to feed the team for the year.
Whiie the crop was growing two very
comfortrble log cabins wers construct-
ed.
The first to follow and nnite his for-
tune with the pionesrs was Henry
Meyer. He came some three weeks
after them and when some improve-
ments were made, like Wilka and
John, sought employment ou the K. I’,
Ry. In the fall of 1570 new reecraits
arrived, and the pext spring othars, so
that by the summer of 1571 all the
government land along the Walnut 1in
the county was taken. Among the
new comers were Mecklem, Breining,
Keliar, Bailie, Netfield, Graham,
Dodge, Hubbard, Bepedict and Gre-
per. To more than mention them
would make sufficient material for a
separate articls. F.M Lvracna.

See Diffenbacher {or honest tailoriug.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS.

John Vesecky. of near the Rush
county line now reads the Deyo-
CURAT.

€. W. Couchman has bought the
Ashley farm in the north part of
the connty.

Mrs, Roberts,
very il last
improving.,

who was
week, is I'f‘[l(ll'[(‘ll

l.eon

Chas. Andereae. the Comanche
township stock man, was in the
city Tuesday,

Grandma Mermitt., mother of
W. G, Merritt, has been gnite ill
for some time,

Charley Montgomery was fopl-
ing the public pulse. Tnesday, in
the county seat.

Mres. Il E. Turck and son., of
Ellinwood, left for Colorado ona

vacation, Monday.

Mrs. G, L. Chapman entertain-
ed a few lady friends at an after-
noon tea. Tuesday.

S. 8. Wagaman, of near Verbeck,
has been enjoving a visit from his
nephew, W. E. Thornton.

Miss Nora Cook returned last
week from a visit of several weeks
to relatives in Oklahoma.

The Gove City ball team beat
the Hoisington elub Saturday the
Sth. the score being 15 to 8.

Gove City beat LaCross, on the
Ad inst., by a score of 22 to 16,
and the Chieltaincalls it a “hotly
contested eame.”™

Avounge child of Wm. Eseunoes,
a colored man living south of the
river, died verysaddenly aml was
buried Sunday the 6th.

Mixs B. Newsom, of Indiana., is
visiting during the summer with
the family of W. L. Simmons, in
the north part of the connty.

Some material is being got on
the grounds for wew sid walks
along the north side of Forest
avenue and bhoth sides of Broa:l-
WLV,

Mr. Culbertson has sold his in-
terest i the lll‘.\' __l;'(lul{e-i busiuess
to his partner, My Shafer. Mr.
Culbertson left on. Monday for
Newton. i
Manager D. Hall of the Claflin
Creamery was bver to  see Gireat
Bend get eaten up by the Gove
City boys, in the bhall
Tuesday.

£Fame

Sterling beat Larned last week,
in both games=Monday Sto 5
and Tuesday 100 to £, Another
“put up job” on poor Larned.
See, Tom.

It you have any friends to visit
you the Desoviear would be glad
to tell all the people abourt it.
Drop us a postal card, and we'll
do the rest.

The Messengeor tells of a Eureka
girl who wears her stockings
wrong side ont because it makes
her lewas cool to tarn the hose on
them, ™ Sea?

(. J. French. of Pawnee Rock,
awd C. R, Suyder and Henry
Bowler. of Hoisington, are new
reader= added to the DesmocraT
list last week,

E. J. “‘lmq‘k of the
Appellate conrt. was down from
Garden Uity last Friday and
favored this otlice with an ajp-
pl‘u"izl!»*tl vl

A double wedding., in which one
of the hastling young business
firms of this city is interested. is
promised for an early date. Now
who do you supposeé it can be?

Here's 1o the chigeer, that grows
no bigger than the pointofa very
fine pin. But the lump that he
raises, burnslike blazes—and right
there's where the “rub™ comes in.

The man who “does not take
the paper” isstill around with
hix advice as to how the paper
should be run.  Thanks. awiully,
Mister: but we will try onr own
way yet a while,

(Good, ¥ hmﬂml wateh,

only, $3.50, at Palteison's.

fore snow tlies. Graet Bend and
Ellinwood will be connected by
telephone. The National Auto-
matie Telephone Co. is said to be
pushing the work now
pletion.

to com-
e

Kaxsas now has a population
of 1.425112 according to the
lintasst compilation of the
enumeration made by the town-
ship assessors. Barton county's
population is 13,601, a zain of
G4 over 1805,

J. H. Reed and Mrs. Jacoh
Pefiley. of the south side, received
a telegram Saturday  that their
fnther was at the point of death
at hishome in Ohio. They left for
the east Saturday evening.

(3

Col. W. [ Huttmwann, of
Wichita, who recently suffered n
stroke of paralysis, is slowly re-
covering the useof his limbs: but
the doctors do not promise much
hopes of his altimate recovery.

Ira Ulark and the Hoisington
preachers are bewailine a derth
of spring chicken. Help us create
an interest in the Bartou County
Poultry Iran, and
spring chicken will be more plenti-
ful another vear.

The A O, U, W, of Rush county
will hold a grand rennion and
picnic, at Kennedy s erove, on the
Walnut, next Tuesday, August
15th. A number Workmen
from the west of Barton
county are mtending to attend.

—

Association,

of

side

l.. B. Coss amwd Mrs. Albert
Merten, of the west side. were
called to the deathbed of Mres.

Meoerten's father. Cherokee
conunty Iast week, Deceased was
a brother of Mr. Coss, amd vesid-
@il in this
a«o.

Matt Dick of Ellinwoodd has been
nominated for recolection
oflice of county
Barton

CONNLY some  yvears

10 the
GOl =sioner of
county. Matr ig an old
fashiioned Demoerat but has besn

nominated by both the Populists

and Demoerats and has the re-
spect of all parties—Hutehinson
News )

to Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Hemker of this city, on Monday
Aung. Tth, a fine girl baby. It is
a debateable ns

Bogn.

(question 1o
which is tickled the most, Grand-
pa Fred Miller or Papa Fred?
One thing is  unguestionsd—and
that is there is jov in the whole
household,

Wedon't want to borrow trouble
but it would be well
erinen  to that
threshing hias passed in
this county without one or more |

for thresh-
remenber no

=¢isO0n

men losing a hand or a few fingers
in seperators.  Remember those

blamed evlinders are loaded,

The W, C.T. U
has over S100)

funud to rewards for in-
formation “leading to the arrest

.ot Hoisington
subseriled as a

offer as

and final coNvieriox of any person
or persons found  violating the

prohibitory liquor law™ in Hois-
ington. Now ther'se a chanee for
professional spotters, If the peo-
ple over there do not haveto pay
the reward—when convietion
fails—they can chip in and help
pay the expenses of prosecution,
through the rax collectors office.

H. E. Nordman, who Operates
the skimming station at Timken,
in company with Chas King, one
of the Tiwken merchants,
usa brief ecall Tuesdav. Mr.
Nordman has been  freguently
spoken of as a candidate for
Recister of Desxds. It is coneedsd
that he is well qualfied for the
office, being anexcellent peanman,
and having the misfortune to lose
an arm, he is debarred from em-
ployment acvessible toothers, We
hope to see him receive the nom-
ination.—LalCrosse Chicitain.

imade

Miss Connett desires the DEMo-
CRAT to corrmeet a statement of
last week that “Miss

Connett entertained her young

It is quite probable that, be-

DBessie ‘

lady friends at the third ward
home last Friday.” She says she
“did not entertain her friends.
that it was a party of young
folks who came down there to
have a picnie, instead of going to
the creek.” Hope this will
“square” matters.

Diep—On Friday, August 4th,
1899, at 12 o'cloek, at her home
a few miles south-west of town.,
Mis. Antonie M. Buess, wife of M.
Buess, aged 49 vears, 6 months

and 2 days Funeral services

were held at the residence at 4 p-
m. August G6th. and the e
mains interred i the Great

Bend cemetery. Mrs. Buess had
been in poor health for a yvear or
wore, although able to be about

her work most of the time. Sthe
leaves a husband and one son.
Emanuel, a sister M, Jos.

Troilett and brother A. Bobeck.

R. B. MeCracken. of Cumber-
land, Ohio, a younger brother of
A. S MeCracken of northof town,

came out last week fora two
weeks ounting in breezy  Kansas.
Mr. MeCracken is a grain man,

and is enjoyving his visit in the
great oramn field of the west.

Jacob Hahn, of near Ellinwool.
was up to the county seat Mon-
day, and made this office an
appreciated call.  Mr. Halin says
he will raisea little of everything
this vear—corn. wheat,
barley, fruits ete., and believes
that thebest planforevery vear.

SHTEN

Frank Ewing and Mr. Morris,
of the College, Will Zimmerman
the painter and Everett Zimmer-
man of the Elictrie Light works,
left on Tuesday morning for a
trip by wheel down into Missouri,
They expect to be gone a couple
of weeks,

Mrs. Chas F. Barnett returned
a couple of weeks

visit to

ago from her
refatatives at Newtou,
Towa. She had a pleasant visit,
amd  reports  evervihing
flourishing condition
Hawkeye State.

in a
in the
Jesse James leit Monday morn-
ing for avisit to Bureka Springes,
Ark., in the hope of building up
his health The
wishes of a large number of friends
o with him.

agaln. ol

The county treasurers quarterly
statement appears in the Deyo-
CRAT this weok. Notice the
splendid  financial condition of
Our rounty treasury.

Prof. Harris, of the Central

Normal College,

lectunsd before
the Stafford county Normal in-
stitute  at St. John Monday

evening of this week.

Losr=In post office Aug. 4 a
pocketsbook containing between
=15 200 Ii the finderis
honest he will leave at this office,
or with . A, Asher.

The Great Bend colored oles
cluby, under the

and

management of
J. H. Calmore, give anentertain-
ment at Ellsworth Fridav eve-
ning of this week. I

WanTeEn.—Girl to assist with
housework for home while attend-

g school. I':Illlllil’"‘ sescond
house =outh of the Methodist
Churcl.

Jake Baker, of the Rock Grain
Co., sayvs they will have their
elevitor at Great Bend in shape
to handle wheat next week.
Spring chicken on  tap—a big
piece, well cooked, and eVery-
thing else to go with it—At Mce
Cullougsh’'s.
Miss Ruth Goode, of Rice coun-
tty. ecame up Monday to visit
i with hersister, Mrs, R. A. Allison.
McCullongh always  serves

Innches and meals on quick time
and at living prices.

| Those weeds are not turning
lout as much, weat as sone ex-
! [_u-vlﬁl. .
Notice the new advertisement
1of Joe Troiletts.
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